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***** Excerpt from The American Review of History and Politics, and General Repository of Literature and State
Papers, Vol. 3 In acknowledging the merit of the British in a few branches, wherein it is beyond the limits Of any
degree of prejudice or impudence to contest their superiority, the authors of the report are careful to add such
qualifications and equivalents, as to show but too clearly, the reluctance with which they yield, in any one
instance, to the necessity Of exhibitingtheir rivals to advantage. This will be fully exemplified in the course Of
our remarks on the several sections of the work, but it may not be amiss to cite here, in support of our position,
an example or two from which, moreover, pretty certain conclu sions may be at once deduced, as to the
feelings and views of the writers. In speaking Of Persian literature, they make the following acknowledgment.
Almost all that has been done for this literature has been the work Of the English, who have enjoyed more
means, and have been instigated by stronger mo tives of interest, in prosecuting the study of the language.
They add, after detailing the researches Of the French so nans in the same branch We know very well that these
labours cannot enter in comparison with those of the British; but they prove at least that the latter would find
rivals among us, if we, like them, were seconded by circumstances, and if the govern ment would deign to
encourage our efforts. Immediately after, in commencing their notice Of Chinese literature, they express
themselves thus: To talk of China is, as it were, to return to our own literary domain; for, the same reputation...
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